Punctuation in the Bertha Language

1. Full Stop (.)

Example: Ami Imam gidi gali milij - RIGHT!!
Ami Imam gidi gali mili - WRONG!
(My uncle has a black dog.)

2. Question Mark (?)
Example: Ngo shileya - RIGHT!!
Ngo shileya — WRONG!
(Are you tired?)
Ngo fed'i yagutha — RIGHT!!
Ngo fed’i yagutha — WRONG!!
(Do you like fish?)
3. Exclamation Mark (!)
Example: All' k'alogi, “Bik’a agorhal” — RIGHT!!
Ali k’aloqi, “Bik'a agorha” — WRONG!!
(Ali said, “Don’t cheat!”)
4. Capitalization
Used at the beginning of a sentence.
Example: Ngo shileya? — RIGHT!!
go shileya? — WRONG!!
(Are you tired?)

Used for proper names:

Examples:Assosa — RIGHT!!
ssosa — WRONG!

ohammed — RIGHT!!
ohammed — WRONG!!

ama — RIGHT!!
ama — WRONG!!

ali — RIGHT!!
ali — WRONG!!



5. Comma (,)

Examples: Gaga galime] Ali. — RIGHT!!
Gaga galime Ali. — WRONG!!
(Ali, keep the dog away.)
All' k'alogil “Bik’a agorha!” — RIGHT!!
Ali k’alogi “Bik’a agorha!” — WRONG!!
(Ali said, “Don’t cheat!”)

6. Hyphen (-)

Used for compound of noun and adjective or verb

Examples: maaba + &garrafa = maabafagarrafia - RIGHT!!
(person)  (teaching) (teaching person — teacher)
[noun] [verb]
maaba agarrafia — WRONG!!
aagu + Kaas'i = aagufk’aas’i — RIGHT!!
(pumpkin)  (small) (small pumpkin)
[noun] [adjective]

aagu k'aas’'i — WRONG!!

No hyphen used for compounds of 2 nouns
Examples: shdli + nera = shulfiera — RIGHT!
(house) (grass) (grass house)

shdliinera — WRONG!!

gaagu + fili = gaagufiili — RIGHT!!
(bamboo tree) (root) (bamboo root)

gaaguffiili — WRONG!!
7. Quotation Marks (* )

Example: Imam d’ok’otho mama, fTha kammu shibilofio assahana?f —
RIGHT!
Imam d’ok’otho mama tha kammu shibilofio assahana? —
WRONG!!
Imam d’ok’otho mama, B&Tha kammu shibilofio assahana?B8-
WRONG!!
(Imam asked my aunt, “How much did the bowl cost?”)



8. Word Breaks
A word is not broken at the end of a line.

Gafalé min thalé le tha bulti mba imam u Ali u mama mmaané. Tha gafay(
tha bulli afanfé uutha ful. N& maadala Ali gundi tha afanfé gidi ful tha Gafayil
Néa éndala Ali nA mafané afanfé. Na daané galiéqgi, na fia galigi. Min tha géafa

Ali adé thay( tha ané iila tha babané Negémale. Mama fuld mu tha ané

thama aagu thd mayd. Na

thamané-all tha duudu Iémmin mené. BadEEn

ané lia na-all tha aagu ilé, indaané Alié tha ané daméa Imamé tha gafue.

- RIGHT!!

Gafalé min thalé le tha buld mba imam u Ali u mama mmaané. Tha gafayu
tha bull afanfé uutha ful. Na maadala Ali gundi tha afanfé gidi ful tha §&
f@yll. Na éndala Ali na mufané afanfé. Na daané galiéqi, na fia galigi. Min tha
gafa Ali adé thayl tha ané iila tha babané Negémale. Mama fula mu tha ané
thama aagu tha mayud. Na thamané-alt tha duudu lémmin mené. B8

ané lia na-ala tha aagu ilé, indaané Alié tha ané dama Imamé tha

gafue.

- WRONG!

9. Affixes (prefixes and suffixes)
Affixes are directly attached to a word, they are not separated by a hyphen.

Examples with Suffixes:

-e

Imam@ — RIGHT!
(to Imam)

Imamfé — WRONG!
-lo

nifield — RIGHT!!
(that woman)

nineflld - WRONG!!

agurl@ — RIGHT!!
(that king)

agurfld - WRONG!!

-ga
gadifjid - RIGHT!!
(your child)

gadif§d - WRONG!!

-a ]
Shogofl? — RIGHT! ahathalffl — RIGHT!!
(Is it like this?) (he stands)

Shogof@® — WRONG!!  ahathaliffi - WRONG!!
-ne -la

nifiefild — RIGHT!! k'alagaldl — RIGHT!!
(this is a woman) (said to him)

nincffi@ - WRONG!!  k'alagafld - WRONG!!

fiald — RIGHT!!
(he was hit)
fialld — WRONG!!
-le
gifil§ — RIGHT!!
(this thing)

gififle — WRONG!!



Example of Prefix:

a-
@Al — RIGHT!
(the Ali)

@Al — WRONG!

Punctuation Practice.
Circle the errors in the following passage and write the correct punctuation in
the spaces provided below.

Ashuni u At'eyib

Mamanarf ahathaqgi mba s'ulla tha At'eyib ane saafara u fiine gidi asaada k'ed'e.
At'eyib ade saafare fiine d'uk'unuii Shamba d'afarane ane huluare tha
mamanaf-le maale shifi adoqi min thofor afia man.

A mare huluare mare geeru u ane baro d'ok'otha fiine: "naf s'ulla figo" Ane k'ala
mabalowe baro sha fiine s'ulla tha At'eyib. Ane d'ok'otha shifi shamba s'ul

lane, ane k'ala fiine shif, sha fiine s'ulla tha Ashuni. u At'eyib wala fiine fagada
gifi k'alaga fiine mabalo ashan tha s'ulla Ashuni. Ashuni kane d'ok'otha Ateyib:
Waane adifionne? Ane p'ula fiine kane afia adigane. A Ashuni shifi k'ala fiineqi:
<<Le ali afialo adifio fiinefi shifi adili.>>

Ashuni baro ahathe ane k'alne At'eyibeqi: "Ma figo dam asaad figo has'ulo ansa
ma thifilia mbaga Mimba k'odine baro anthifia baro shifi mbarik'o." At'eyib baro
adagi ma fineale bidi asaada k'ed'e alu lammifi k'odaqi.
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Answer Key

Ashuni u At'eyib

Mamanarf ahathaqgi mba s'ulla tha At'eyib ane saafara u fiine gidi asaada k'ed'e.
At'eyib ade saafare fiine d'uk'unufil Shamba d'afarane ane huluare tha
Mamananle maale shifi adogi min thofior afia mari.

A mare huluare mare geeru u ane baro d'ok'otha fiine: "Nafi s'ulla figo@" Ane
k'ala mabalowe baro sha fiine s'ulla tha At'eyib. Ane d'ok'otha shifi shamba
BUIIERE, ane k'ala fiine shifi, sha fiine s'ulla tha Ashuni. | At'eyib wala fiine
fagada gifi k'alaga fiine mabalo ashan tha s'ulla Ashuni. Ashuni kane d'ok'otha
Ateyib: fwaane adifionne?} Ane p'ula fiine kane afia adigane. A Ashuni shifi k'ala
fiineqi: fLe ali afialo adifio Ainefi shifi adili.§

Ashuni baro ahathe ane k'alne At'eyibeqi: "Ma figo dam asaad figo has'ulo ansa
ma thififia mbaga fllimba k'odine baro anthifia baro shifi mbafik'o." At'eyib baro
adagi ma fineale bidi asaada k'ed'e alu lammifi k'odaqi.

1. Full stop is missing at the end of the first sentence.
2. ‘mamanafile’ does not have a hyphen.

3. ‘Nafl’ must be capitalized.

4. Question mark is missing from “Naf s'ulla figo?”
5. Comma is missing after shifi.
6
7
8
9
1

‘sullane’ should not be broken from one line to another.
. ‘U’ should be capitalized (beginning of a sentence).
. Quotation marks are missing from “Waane adifionne?”

. Quotation marks are “ " and not << >>.
0.'mimba’ is not capitalized.




